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(

NIGERIAN MINERALS AND MINING ACT
NO. 20 OF 2007

MINERALS AND MINING REGULATIONS, 2011

) Commencement

In exercise of the powers conferred upon me by virtue of section 21 of the Nigerian Minerals and Mining
Act, No. 20 of 2007 and all other powers enabling me in that behalf, I, Musa Mohammed Sada, Minister
of Mines and Steel Development hereby make the following Regulations.

PART I
1.

PRELIMINARY AND GENERAL PROVISIONS

Citation and Commencement

These Regulations may be cited as the Nigerian Minerals and Mining Regulations, 2011.

Interpretation

In these Regulations-

(1)

(2)

(3)

Unless the context indicates otherwise any word to which a meaning has been assigned
in the Nigerian Minerals and Mining Act, 2007 (hereinafter in these Regulations referred
to as “the Act”) shall have that meaning.

In these Regulations unless otherwise stated-
“Act” means the Nigerian Minerals and Mining Act, 2007;

"active dump" means any dump where dumping operations are carried out and which
has not been closed;

“Adit” means a nearly horizontal access into underground workings from a side of a hill or
surface;

“Agency” means an agency or parastatal of the Ministry;

“Application” means an application in respect of a mineral title or licence or permit made
in accordance with the Act or these Regulations;

“banksman” means a competent person duly authorized to supervise the lowering and
raising of persons, materials or rocks

In a conveyance at the bank and to give the necessary signals;
"classified dump" means a dump consisting of material deposited and accumulated:
(a) wholly or mainly in solid form where:

0] the area covered is more than ten thousand square metres and the
height is more than two metres;

(i) the height of the dump is more than fifteen metres; or
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(iii) the average gradient of the land covered by the material is more than
one in twelve;

(b) mainly in solution or suspension where:

0] any point is more than four metres above the level of any part of the
adjacent land and is less than fifty metres from the perimeter of the
dump; or

(i) the volume is more than ten thousand cubic metres;

“Companies and Allied Matters Act” means the Companies and Allied Matters Act C20
Laws of the Federation of Nigeria, 2004;

“competent person” means a person who is:

(@) qualified by virtue of his or her knowledge, and training, skills and experience in
any matter in respect of which he or she is required to be a competent person;
or

(b) familiar with the provisions of the Act and these Regulations or any other law
which apply to the work to be performed; or

(©) trained to recognize any potential or actual danger to health and safety in
performance of the work covered by this Regulation;

“conductor” means a material with the ability to carry or conduct electrical energy;

"contaminant" means a substance or physical agent or a combination of substances and
physical agents which may contribute to, or create pollution.

“Constitution” means the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999.

“conveyance” in relation to a shaft, means any cage, skip, kibble, bucket, stage, or any
other receptacle or structure attached to or suspended from a winding rope and operated
by a winder and intended to serve as means of raising or lowering persons, materials or
rocks;

“Date of Application” means the date on which an application is lodged at the Federal
Ministry responsible for Mining with the prescribed fee;

"decommissioned dump" means a dump where dumping operations have ceased but the
dump has not been closed;

“Department” means a department of the Federal Ministry responsible for mining;

“Director-General” means the Director-General responsible for Mining appointed under
the Act;

“earthed” means connected to the general mass of the earth in such manner as will
ensure at all times an immediate discharge of electrical energy without danger;

“electrical apparatus” includes electric cables and any part of any machine, apparatus or
appliance being a part designed for the generation, conversion, storage, transmission,
distribution or utilization of electricity;

"environmental impact statement" means a statement on the impact of mining operation
on the environment approved by the Federal Ministry in charge of Environment;
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“excavation” means any trench, pit, quarry, shaft or other open or underground working
made in the course of mining operations or prospecting activities, as the case may be,
excluding any superficial excavations made for purposes of geochemical soil and rock
sampling;

“Exploration Licence” means Exploration Licence granted under the Act;

“Exploration Licence Register” means the register, record or book created under the Act
or these Regulations for recording information concerning Exploration Licences;

“factor of safety” in relation to any rope or part of machinery, means the ratio of the
breaking force or strength of that rope or part of machinery to the maximum total static
force on it including the component of its own weight;

“flammable” means any substance which is capable of being easily set alight;

“hazardous waste” means waste, including objects, articles or substances, which are
poisonous, corrosive, irritant, explosive, inflammable, toxic or harmful to man, animal,
plants or the environment;

“hazardous waste disposal site” means the land on which hazardous waste disposal
facilities are physically located;

“ladderway” means any place where permanent ladders are installed for the use of
persons ascending or descending on it;

“live” means electrically energized;

“material” means anything, except person, or rock conveyed or to be conveyed by means
of a conveyance in or out of a mine;

“Mine” has the meaning assigned to it in the Act;

“mineral processor” means a person or mining cooperative or company engaged in
dressing, milling, treatment, or processing of minerals for commercial purpose;

“mines manager” means a competent person appointed in terms of Regulation 122(a)
and includes the owner of a mine who himself or acts as mine manager;

“Mining” includes quarrying operations;
“Mining Office” means the Mining Office responsible for the granting of mineral titles;

“Mining Office Registers” means the registers, created for each of the following types of
mineral titles:

o Reconnaissance Permit
o Exploration Licence

o Mining Lease

o Small Scale Mining Lease
o Water Use Permit

° Quarry Lease;

“mining environment” means any environment affected by mining operations;
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